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Opposite: Roberi Wrighi showed how
period ond modern deloils work in hor-
mony in this historic [o Jollo house he

Belowr The den of on urbon condominium
Wright designed. Photogroph by Brody
Architecturol Photogrophy.

BY WAYNE C AR I.SO N

I sK RoBERT wRIGHT FoR HTS FAvoR ITE INTERIoR
E
f design proiecrs and his answer reveals not only his views on

I good design buc also something about what he values in life.

In naming two of his three favorite projects, he emphasized the

close relationships he formed with the clienrs as much or more than

rhe proiects rhemselves 
- 

though each one is superb. For the third
favorire, he chose a 1999 Interiors of the Year Grand Prize award

that he won from this magazine.
"That," he says, "was a major confirmation of my work as a residen-

tial designer. I think people saw me in a different Iight after that."

Vright, a fellow in the San Diego Chapter of the American Society

of Interior Designers, is well known for his talents as an elite designer,

first in commercial projects, then residential. But he's also a rop-notch

Ieader and spokesman for his industry as well as a frequent volunteet

for communiry projects. In 2006 he served as president of the Ameri-
can Society of Interior Designers national organization and has been

named this year's president of the board of directors of the national

Council for Interior Desien Accreditation. He's also an advocate of
aging-in-place design, eco-friendly design

strategy and educational opportunrtles
for interior designers.

A native of Houston, Wright gradu-
ated with an interior design degree from
what's now Texas State University in San

Marcos and almost immediately joined a

top commercial design firm in Houston.
"I started my career in the late'70s

when the oil industry was booming in
Texas," he says. 'At that time, Texas was

producing some of the best commercial
design of the late 20th century."

It was a period when nored archirecr

Philip Johnson was leaving his Internatron-

al style mark throughout Texas with land-

mark high-rise buildings that later were

emulated in cities throughout the nation.
"Houston was an invigorating place

to be," \Tright says, "and Philip John-
son was a major inspiration ro me."

Johnson's simple and unadorned style
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Opposite: The dining room (lower left)
ond living room (top)of o Boston condo
Wright designed. Bottom cenfer ond rigfif:
Wright s oword-winning redesign of o
mosler bolhroom in o Henry Hester house
in Lo Jollo. lmoges by Brody Architecturol
Photogrophy.

Above ond lefi: Wright received more
ploudits for his redesign of the interiors of
this historic Spqnish'style home in [o Jollo.
Photogrophy by John Duront.
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was discinllLrislrcd by the straightfor-
rvarcl use of moclern fi-raccfials sLlcil 1rs

glass and steel, ancl the emphasis on

function lnd structLlre over ornanler-
ta1 dccorirtion thorLgh the architecr

clicl, Wrigbt points out, "sonre playful
things on sone of his buildings. '

Wright s interior clesign style is not

unlike Johnson s architecture: classical

irocl functional, sin'rple and eleganr ancl

llot o\rerly orni1nlc,ttcc1.
''Sorne vears irgo I u,as part of rn

ASID Renoclel Tour ancl ir rathcr
reserved, rastelillv clressecl lacly came

r-rp co me ancl said,'l have follorvecl your

rrurk fr,r quit. \L,nru timc r,rJ tltcre'
somethiog about yolr rhat I likc. And
I saicl, What rvoulcl that bei" Ancl she

said,'Yor.r knorv rvhen to c]uit."'

Architect Nornr ApplebarLm (see

pirgc- j2) puncruaccs thc point by sav-

irr; Wrigl.r "nrr rr,',, L r.l,,rs ..ni rl rir,g.
''In the beginning of the 'ii0s, rvheri,

unlleknownsr to me, the Texas econ-

omy wzrs crashing, I decicled to clo a

licclc research in Dcnver, rvhich rvas

ir, ir. lr.rJ.ry ul if\ rxJ'r'r5iur. \X nSll
silys. I was, in effecc, fbllorving the

oil, rnd rvas offered a job verv quickly.
His nes' en-rployer wirs the n.rciondlly
knorvn conlncrcial design house Nev-
ille Lervis Associates, Inc.

Six vears larer, \Wright rvas hirecl invay

from Denver bv Larrv Hcrr's Parron
Hall Oiflce Inrcriors in Keirrny r\Iesa as

clesigo clirector. I consicler Lzrrry one of
my clesign mentors, Wriglrt says.

\(/right savs ire got l lot of sarisfac-

tion fron'r the renovalion of .r faclccl

lq'o.Sf.rni.lr rrviv..l L.L J"ll.r r..r-

Opposite: Attention to detoil is opporent
everywhere in lhese imoges of o Bonsoll
residence, including the elegont coffered
ceilings, clerestory windows, beoutif ul

orches, decorotive tile ond ornomentol
wroughi-iron roiling ond sconces. lmoges
by Brody Architecturol Photogrophy.

fh;s poge: Stoir tiles ond wrought-iron roil
ore originol to this Io Jollo house wol-
nul choir is o 17th-century ontique {rom
5poin. Photogroph by John Duront.

dence by sainted architect Richarcl
Reclua. A series of ill advjsed remodels

had left the onetime beauty in sham-

blcs. 'Ic rvas a very complex, challeng-

ing project, \Wright says.

lc.rmrng uith Apl'lehrrrnr. V rirhr
shos'ed horv a historic home can be

rcnovated rvitli a mix of period ancl

m.-,.lrrn frlfllishint.\ ..nd Jc(e55or (s

\vlrrlc pr..cr\ lIif lti.torjt lcr'tLrrt.. Hc

rephcecl track lighting rvirh dc-cora-

rive rvrll sconces, reconfigurecl kitchen
ancl barh layouts:rnd restored fireplac-

es, riles and rvindorv treatments. The

projecr rvon one of the dcsigner's manl
Design Excellence Arvarcls.

Asked abouc issrres of importance to his

inclustrl', Wrrght sr5's: 'TI.re younger gen

eration of jnterior desgners is demancling

to be taught nbout snstainability issues.

Desiqn stuclents are keeping their teachers

oo thcir toes, bccause they \\ant co Ncave

sLLscainability into their practices.
''Our clients also are asking more ancl

more clLresrions rbout che products we

use: Ntrhere thct'come from; arc thcy

laood fbr rhe earth; are tl.rey good for us.
'fhcy rv:rnt 

- 
evcn demand 

- 
th.lt eco

frienclly proclucts be usecl in their homes.
''l n.ray be:rn optimist, but I think

thdt i,r fivc ro 10 years, the sr4rplrers

of incerior clesign marerials rvill makc
srrre all their proclr,Lcrs are frienclly to
the eiutlr. /7.

Wh-, t^ t,"A n ^dda 1)7
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