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design.:r, redesign I architecture
BY EVA DITTER BRADY ARCHITECTURAI PHOTOGRAPHY

EFORE EMBARKING ON THE CREATION

OF HIS CUENT'S FIRST BIG START-FROM-

SCRATCH RESIDENTIAL PROJECT ON A

NORTH COUNTY VIE\r LOT, INTERIOR DESIGN-

ER ROBERT \)TRIGHT TOOK A TRIP TO TUCSON

TO VISIT THE ARIZONA INN.

Oh,5o Colifornio
A NEW NORTH COUNTY HOME EMBRACES A SANTA BARBARA AESTHETIC





PREVIOUS PAGE ond below: This new No*h County home, desisned by orchirecr
Mork tee Christopher ond interior desisner Robert Wright, beors o resemblonce to
o Mission style residence bui hos o more cosuol eorly Cqlifornio look. The outdoor

borbecue off the kitchen brings home the 5on Dieso indoor/outdoor lifestyle.

OPPOSITE: lt is noturol to look up in o

grond room, so we wonled to moke sure

there wos somethins pretty wonderfulto
see, soys Wright of the 22Joor livins-
room ceilins mode up of hond-pointed

ponels. Wright designed the room s

chondeliec whirh is switch operoted to

come down for cleoning. The nlches were

inlegroled to occommodote 5ponish

benches, {ound in tos Anseles. Loter,

on o seorch for decorotive ortwork for

the niches. Wrisht come ocross the two
ontique tqpestries.

.-..

''I've been \\,orking fbr rhis clicnr ancl his family for
about 20 years,' says \7ri!ilrt. "Thcy love the Southrvest

look, especially the homes in the Santa Barbara area.

They nskecl me to llo to che Arizona Inn to irbsorb ancl

be inspired by che Colonial architectLLre of that inn."
The architectural elements that define Sanca Barbara

and the Spanish Colonial look 
- 

lvhigg stLrcco \\'alls
with arched openinlls, terra-cottrl prltios, red-tilecl roofs,

clecorative chimncys, winclow shLltters 
- 

1ys1g ths
model fbr rl're new home s design, but the feel is casual,
g,ich an carly California setting ofmountains and nearby

ricling stables.

I

l

i:]1€;l"'h"trlr

48 Son Deqc Home/Gorden L festves Ocrober 2008



'-4 -- rl
f =T

r;

I

I

p
f,r;

I, 
-*** -".. .

7=

5;
w

ffi,



(
a

-

5() Soi D,eso Home/corde. L,fesiyle' Ociober 2OO8

I



)PPOSITE: To give o softer. more elesont oppeoronce, the dinins room s recloimed ceilins beoms were whitewoshed.

ABOVE: The scolloped corners ore well used in o wide openins where on orch mighr oppeor too toll. Hondcrofted tiles ond

ronwork ore decorotive touches on the home s srond stoirwoy. BELOW: The com{ortoble kitchen/lomily room js mode for

Jer-rogethers. The kitchen wos loid oot so thot the big picture window would frome ihe pool ond mountoin views. With no

ocnes. this window is dillerent thon ony other window in the house.
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'''l hct rvere vetl clcar thel \\'anrccl
rhr home ro bt Spanish eclcctic. but
rhev cliclnt n'rnr a clressl Nlcxico Cit1,
d\f,rc. \.\. ..r, lrrr-, r \l.tk L,, t.lrr..
toplrcr of rhe clienrs. rvho rerlrresccd
ther rhcil nilnles ror bc usecl firl rhis
stor-v. Bt rhe rinrc rve strrclitcl rhc
clicnts clesircs lirr roonr sizc ancl pro-
porrion arrcl lrranr:ecl rhcrr in srrc]r a

\\'ilv iLs to clrpit.rlizc on thc particrrlar
characrcristics of tl-rc ProPer$ sLrn

ancl rvincl petrcrns, issrres ofvicrv ancl

privacr u'c cnclecl rrp l'irh I long
horrse t,itl-r rhc kitchen on onc cncl irncl

the rrasrcr suite on rhc orher.'
In fucr. tlre honrc has the lool< of

a hacienda tlrar larerv over'cirrr ancl

responcletl to thc honteorvr-rer-s chang,
rng ncccls. A sel)ilnte grrcsthorrse encl

ir natrrral fielclstonc srrrflcecl rotrLncla,
q'hich serves as an office, lre set off
fionr the rcsr of rhe horrse-

Thc rcsiclcnce llso cnrl>rlccs lrrr orrr,
,1,",r' ,'11' t.,r,1 lr .r rr.r.lir.,,rr.rl lr,r, r

encla. the courrrtarcl rvoulcl have co

hlve lirrrr sirlcs, savs Christr4rher. For'

this horrse it rvas a||rol.riete ro har,r

tlrrce siclcs. Thc tirLrrth siclc is open ro
a norrhcrlt vieu,. across a r.lolf collrse,

rlts'lrrcl rhe ntoLrnreins,
''The homes archirccture encl its irrLr-

ri,,r, .rr( ri-llr \ itrlr lr,lr-.1. .,rr. ( Lrr .-
topher. 'l'hc continrricy berrvccn thc
n-rarrrirls on the insiclc ancl our is such

rhur there is no clcnrlLr-cution benvccrr

trchitectrrre encl inccrior clesign.'

trl r' l ,'l ri r lr"rrr-. rrtcrrol i,
weiqlrrcrl cou'urcl intimlcv ancl conr-
fort. r'ct thc clining ancl living roonrs

.'r', ,1..i-rr, lrrrrlr .n',r. r,'rr|l.riirr rrr

mjncl. Rr' flr the sranclcst roonr in the
house js the iir.ins roorn. rvhich, rvirlr
its exceptionalll high ceilinv. rhirlr
rvtlls ancl snrll fltreci r'"inckxvs. lool<s

a bir likc r1 monrster\'. IIcrc, anriclue

rtpcstries hunu insicle scll1opccl, archecl

niches 1'lank a tell clcgurt fireplrce.
Trltlitional lrrrnishin.qs rclhere to the
Spanish CoLonirl thenre, as docs thc
cirsrom rvrorrght-iron chandclicr sus-
pcnclecl fionr the ceiling.

l1-, Lrrrrrc.l IL..nrr \\'rr( Ll\c-l rrl
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both rhe livinc- ancl clining-roon ceil-
rr-\. \.rr\ Vrr.:ltr. l-t,r rl.r lrr in-u

roonr's ceilins rredtmcntj panels are

hancl-painrecl. They pick LLp the mocifs

in tlre cr,rstor-n clc,co accents oi cl-rc tile
floors.'

Leird PlLrnleir:lr clesignccl chc floor
clecos. His rvork also can be seen on the
riscrs of the honre-s srveepinr: strircese.

tncl on fireplacc surrouncls throughour
tlt. Ito-r.q. ir.. lrr,lrrr- rrrc r-ircpl.r.- il
rhc flrrili'room n'here intcriors are

clcsrgnecl more fbr comfbrt than ele
gdnce.

''The honrcorvners rvantecl a fanrily
room !hdt wils nlore crrsLlal than the
iiving ancl clinin{ rooms. says Wri{hr.
'''fhey have.r big firmi\' u,irh lots of
granclkicls ancl lil<e to cntertain in rheir
bome. Thel rlrvays arc having fnmilr'
1Iet tolaethefs.'

Thc L r,l.,.r r. rlrr r,,mrlr . r-.rLlrrrirr-',

l'1.r, r .rrr.l r' .rf||..(rJ o- .r rr.,rrlr-t.r' ir'r-
rvnll rvith a pictr,rre rvinclorv rhat offers

a vierv of the moun[ains.
''The kitchcn is the in{lenook, the

heart of chc home, says Chriscopher.
'1 | i. krr,lr*r ,,., rf il'. .r nL,rl l',,irrr
thdr ser\,es to hook rhc familv roorrr.

the clining roonr (bv mctns (Jf i1 bLLr-

ler's pantry) encl, r'r-rosr importantly. the
outdoor cntcf cirining ilrea.'

Lnt,n.'i' in: ..\ .r ntr. rr\ ,,1-r, Lrrin.
ri'ith fanily ancl frjencls N!s cleirrlv
high on the homeou,ncrs lisc ofpnon-
ties. ln flct. thc homcorvners siricl th..
nrain goal fot chcjr resiclence rvas ro
havc a rvurnr ancl cozt honre to accom

nroclate their large fan-rili'.

In the encl, Wriuht, Christophcl ancl

the hon'reoNners conccivecl thc house as

e teanr. Togethcr chc1, arrivecl ar a com-
fortirblc Southrvestern st1le. in a home

rber is borh eler.rant end livrble. I
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